"WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Efy; Governot. 1487,

IT. e it enalted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That there thall beC H A P.
an alms and work-houfe erected and built in Kent county, at a convenient place
therein, at the general charge and expence of the faid county, and that the juf- A7 slms and
tices of the faid county for the time being fhall, and they are hereby authorifed to be builr,
and empowered to aflefs and levy, in equal proportion, on the property within &
the faid county liable to afiefiment, at the time of laying the county rate, the
fum of five hundred pounds current money in each of the years feventeen hun-
dred eighty-eight, feventeen hundred eighty-nine and feventeen hundred and nine-
ty, together with the colletor’s commiffion of fix per centum thereon for col-
lecting the fame; which faid rate and affefflment fo as aforefaid to be laid and
levied, fhall be collefted by the collettor of the faid county, in the fame manner,
and at the fame time, as the county rate is colleCted, and the faid money when
{o as aforefaid colle@ed, fhall be paid by the faid colle@or to fuch truftees for the
poor, or the major part of them, as are by this a& appointed, who are hereby

authorifed and required to receive and apply the fame to the ufes and purpofes
herein after direGted.

ITI. @nd be it enafted, That for the time being the feveral perfons hereafter Trufices ap-
named be and are hereby appointed truftees of the poor within the faid county, peinted, e
and are empowered with full and fufficient authority to difcharge the feveral of-
fices, duties and trufts, repofed and required of them by this a&; that is to fay,
Meflieurs Thomas Smyth, Anthony Banning, Simon Wilmore, Ifaac Perkins,
Robert Buchanan, James Ringgold, Jofeph Sturgis, Auguftine Boyer and James
Pearce ; the which perfons, or the major part of them, in cafe of the death or ab-
fence of any, are hereby required, with all convenient {peed, to meet at fuch place
within their county as to them fhall feem meet, to qualify themfelves for the
office of truftees for the poor of their county, which they are to do by taking and
fubfctibing the feveral oaths, or affirmations, appointed by law to be taken to tha
government, and alfo taking the following oath, viz. <1, A. B. do fwear, or
affirm, that I will duly and faithfully difcharge the duties and truft committed
to me as a truftee for the poor of Kent county, by an a& of the general affembly,
entitled, An a& for the relief of the poor in Kent county, according to the beft
of my fkill and knowledge. So help me God :” The which oaths are to be ad-
miniftered by any of the five perfons laft named for the county to the perfon firft
named, or in his abfence to any one of the three perfons firft named that fhall
be there prefent, the which perfon, being fworn as aforefaid, fhall adminitter
the oaths aforementioned to all the reft, and o fucceffively, the perfon firft
named, that thall be prefent, fhall always adminifter the faid oaths to any that
have been abfent, or that fhall hereafter be elefted and chofen purfuant to the
direGtions of this a& to fupply the place of any that {hall be dead or removed out
of the county, or of any who fhall refufe or negle¢t to qualify and act as a truftee,
when elected and chofen purfuant to the dire@ions of this act ; and the aforefaid
perfons, or the majority of them, ‘being {worn as aforefaid, fhall be contftituted
and qualified as truftees for the poor of their faid county, and as fuch are hereby
invefted with full power and authority, as a body politic, to plead and be im-
pleaded, to fue and be fued, to defend and be defended, to anfwer and be an-
* fwered, by the name of the truftees for the poor of Kent county, in all and every
caufe, complaint and aion, real, perfonal or mixed, of whatever kind or nature
it {fhall be; in any court of judicature within this ftate, and by that name they,
and any of them, and their fucceffors, {hall and they are hereby enabled to take,
hold, poflefs and enjoy, any gift, donation or prefent, which fhall or may here-
after be given, devifed or bequeathed, by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to
them, or any of them, for or towards the fupport and maintenance of the poor
in the faid county ; and they, or any of them, may receive, by way of fubfcrip-
tion, any fum or fums of money which fhall or may be given for the better and
more fpeedy promoting the benefit and good by this a¢t intended ; and that thcy
have full power, authority and ability, to purchafe; take, hold, receive, enjoy
and have, to them and their fucceffors for ever, any lands, tenements and here-
ditaments, not exceeding the yearly value of five hundred pounds current money,
and are hereby empowered and authorifed to ufe one common feal in their bufi-
nefs, relating to the faid corporation, and the fame, if neceflary, to change and

alter;



